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But love ye your enemies, —( and do- 


good, and lend, hoping for nothing 


again, _) and your reward ſhall be great, 


and-ye ſhall be the children of the 


Higheſt, for be is kind to the unthank- 
ful, and tothe evil. 


, T1 
l WL al 


WARD LA": "dying to fin, and walking 
>> SAS in newnels of life, which 
SEEe St. Paul cells us is repreſent-- 
EA | ed by the External Cere- 
mony of Baptifm; the baptized Perfon being 
buried: with Chriſt in Baptiſm, and rifing out. 
of his watry grave a new born Creature, 6. Rom. 
3, 4+ | For in that he died, be died unto fin once ; 
. but mm that he liveth, be liveth unto God: Like- 
wiſe reckon ye alſo your ſelves to be dead indeed 
auto ſin , but alive unto God, through Jeſus Chriſt 
A. 


3 Our: 


WFZ;UR Conformity to the- 
WA Death and ReſurreCtion of 
T7 our Saviour, conſfiſts- in 


Hh 
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our Lord, of 10.' *And the principal Exerciſe 
of this Divine Life , which 15 our confor mity 
to the Reſurrection of Chriſt, is a Divine 
Converſation. If ye then be riſen with (rift : 
ferk thoſe! things which 'are above , where Chrift fits 
teth at the right hand of God: Set your a fefions 
0 things above, \yat.0n things 01 the earth, 3. Cor. 
1,2. And ro ſet our affetions on. things. above , 
does nor only ſignify. to think ſomerimes of 
Heaven'; and: to:-delire- to''go' to' Heaven 
when we dye, which: .very< worltly:minded 
men may do; but to lay up for our ſelves 
Treaſures. in Heaven, which are durable” and 
. eternal, in oppoſitionto thoſe periſhing Trea- 
ſures on Earth, which are ſubje& ro Thieves, 
ro Moths and Ruſt, & 4 Matth. 199220, 21. 
To make to; our ſelves friends of the manmon of 
unrighteouſneſs, that when we fail, they may receive us 
into everlaſting habitations, 16. Luke 9g. Now 
ye all know what this means :, Viz, ';To purge 
our minds from.. the love :of Riches ;- and 
from” all covetous Defures. ; to - improve; [our 
Eftares in Acts of, Piety and Chariy , -for 
the Service of God, and to ſupply the wants 
of the poor and miſerable: . to return our: 
Money into the other World, where. it. wilk 
en- 
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. encreaſe into Eternal Life and Glory.: for this 
is truly-to. have our Converſation in Heaven, 
to. live above this World, to fit loole from 
all the Enjoyments of 1t; -to live to God , 
and another World , to improve every thing 
we enjoy here, to ſecure and advance our 
foture Happineſs : when men are Charitable 
upon thele Principles and theſe deſigns , they 
muſt live a very heavenly Life ; For where 
our Treaſure is, there our hearts will be alſo. 


.This our Anceſtors, who appointed this 
Annual Solemnity, ſeem to have been very 
ſenſible,of, iThat, there is no particular Grace 
ar :Vertue,, the exerciſe of which is a more 
vidble , demonſtration ; of, a Divine and pu- 
rifed: Mind, which is riſen with Chriſt , and 
lives to God, as Chriſt doth, than the Grace 
of Charity.; and therefore that there was no 
time more proper to exerciſe Charity , and 
to exhort Chriſtians to Charity, and to ſhow 
Charity in all its Pomp', and humble Bra- 


very, than the Feaſt of the Reſurrection ; 


wherein. we commemorate the Love of our 
Lord in:dying for:us, and his triumph over 
Death, and in full aſſurance of a bleſſed 

| Immor- 


AAR OS. Toa 


Immortality, of which the Refurreftion of 
our Saviour 'was' an ocular! Demonſtration , 
fend ourHearts and our Eyes after him'to Hea- 
ven, and contemplate that Glory to which he is 
advanced, and to which he has promiſed to ad- 
vance us. | 


This then is- my proper work at this time, 
to exhort you to Charity ; proper both to the 
nature of this-holy Feaſt, and to the original 
Iafticution of this Solemnity ; and it may rea- 
fonably be heped , that the Annnal Returns 
of it, wherein all the Argumients to- Charity 
are ſo earneſtly prefled on you, ſhould keep 
this Divine Fire always burning and glowing 
in your Breaſts. You have ſo often heard 
all the Arguments: to Charity , that it is im- 
poſlible you ſhould forger them; and there is 
one that is worth all che reft, which no Chriſti- 
arr can forget, who remembers that there is a 
Heaven and a Hell , and which no Chriftian 
can re{fſt, without deſpiſing his Soul , and E- 
ternzl Life and Death; and that is, That 
Heaverr is the Reward of Charity; that 
Hell is the Puniſhment of Uncharttablenefs ; 
. which is ſo plainly and expreſly taught , 


and 
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and ſo frequently repeated. by. our Saviour, that 
it is as certain and unayoidable, as ' that there 
is 2 Heaven and a Hell; and if Heaven be not 
a ſufficient Encouragement tro Charity , nor 
Hell ſufficient ro:deter us from Uncharicableneſs, 


it is to no purpoſe to uſe any other Arguments, 


which can never perſuade, if theſe can't; or if they 
could, would neither carry us to Heaven, nor 
keep us out of Hell; for to be charitable only 
for temporal reaſons, is to give our goodsto feed 
the | 27Jer —ac0 a true Divine Charity ; ' which 
St. Paul tells us, will profit nothing, 1 (or. 13. 
For ſuch a Charity as does not raiſe us above this 
world, can neither carry usto Heaven, nor kee 

us ot of Hell. And therefore inftead of draw> 
ing together all the Arguments for Charity 
which you have fo often heard, and ſhewing 
themcin a new dreſs, my deſign at preſent is to 
recommend to you a very excellent, but a very 


neglected 'part: of Charity, which our Saviour 


preflesonus in my Text, viz. The Charity 'of 
Lending , Do good, and lend, hoping for nothing 


aga im. 


In ſpeaking ito-which Words, I ſhall 1. Shew 
you what this .Dury'is. 2. What an excellence 
B Charity 
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Charity it is to lend. . And how this may be im- 
proved.tothe moſt excellent purpoſes. 


1. What this Duty is, or what our Saviour 
means by lending, hoping for nothing 'again. And 
it can ſignifie but rwo things ; and I ſee no rea- 
ſon ro think, but that our Saviour might mean 
both. 1. To Lend, without hoping for any 
encreaſe ; or to lend freely, without: Uſury. 
2.. Tolend, where the very Principal may bein 
danger, when we have little reaſon to hope that 


(= 


we ſhall ever ſee our own again. 


1. To lend freely, without Uſury ; for our 


Saviour commands this, as an Act of Charity, 


Do good, andlend: And tho to lend; even upon 
Uſury, may in many «caſes prove a great kind- 
neſs to the Borrower, yet Charity is not the 
motive of the Lender, it is not Charity, bur 


 Traffick and Merchandize of Money : And tho 


the Jews were expreſly forbid to lend their Bre- 
thren upon Uſury , yet our Saviour intimates 
there was ſomething like this, and equivalent to 
it, which ſpoiled the Charity of lending, even 
withour:Ulſury ; that they would not lend tothe 
poor; who though they ſhould repay them 


What 
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what they borrowed; yet were: never. likely.to 
bein a condition::to-lend ta-them: again ; but 
they would lend to the Rich, from whom, they 
expected the like returns of kindneſs; as you 
may ſee in the Verſes before my Text; 33,34. 
And if ye do good to them that do good to. you,' wha 
thank have ye?' for-. finners alſo do even the ſame: 
And if ye lend to them, of whom ye hope to receive, 
( not only your own, bur the like kindneſs 
of .lending to you when 'your: occaſions: re- 
quire, it ),; What. thank have ye ? for : ſinners. al- 
Jo:lendSto ſinners to |! receive as much: again; 2 
kw, equaÞ returns of kindneſs ; which if it be 
not Ulury of Money, is Uſury of Kindneſles, 
but is not Charity ; like inviting our Rich 
Friends.and Neighbours to a. Feaſt, who can in- 
vice us 2gain ; which-cho ic; be no fault, is' no 
Charity ; for that conſiſts in entertaining the 
poor, who can make us no return, 14. Luke 12, 
13, 14. And thus our Saviour exhorts us here, 
bur:da you do good, and lend, boping for nothing again ; 
neither for Uſury, nor for ſuch returns-and ex- 
changes of kindneſs. | | 
It was for the ſake of this Duty, that Uſu- 
ry was fo ſtrictly forbidden | by the | Jewiſh 
Law , -that: men"might the more freely lend 
4 B 2 | their 
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their Money- ito thoſe: who wanted. when 
they - had no preſent uſe for:it themſelves; and 
had' no way to encreaſe it; and as far as the 
Reaſon and Charity of this Law extends, fofar 
it till obliges, and ſofar Ulury is ill forbid: to 
Chriſtians. IN NW) 
This. is not well confidered' by - thoſe who 
ſo univerſally condemn all Uſury ; and be- 
cauſe the right underſtanding; of this will be 
of great uſe to ſerele ſome mens minds, and 
to Explain and enforce this. duty. of lending; 
which. I now recommend'to you, it cannot 
be thoughta digrefſion from my preſent Deſign, 
ro-give you the true, but ſhort ſtate of thismat- 
cer 


forbid by: the Law of Moſes ; but the great mi- 
ſtake is concerning the Nature of Ulury, or what 
that is which the Law forbids and condemns by 
the name of: Uſury., © =D 
Some: think that all Increaſe of Money { 
when. men _lend'a Sur! of Money to receive 
the Principal again with Intereſt , is the Uſu- 
ry which the Law forbids; and therefore 
that this is abſolutely unlawful in all caſes, and 
in. all degrees; though we all know, That 
1 Trade, 


It is confeſſed | on all hands, That Uſury: s Q 


9 


Trade ;o tg: which we' owe: all'the Riches 
and Greatneſs ob our-Natioa\, and ſo. many 
excellent Charities too., cannot be maintain- 
ed without it: That ſome men, who now 
live : comforrably _in': the: world, maintain 
their Families with Ctedit -and/ Repurariori ; 
and do many: aQsof. Charity themſelves, conld 
not Trade at all; others could not drive 
ſuch flouriſhing and ſpreading Trades without 
borrowed Money , - nor borrow without Tate- 
reſt :: That: many Widows and Orphans are 
maintairied by. 'Inceret'} who muſt in a/ few 
years be Beggars, had they no other way to live, 
but to ſpend the. Principal. This is fo contra- 
ry. to the ſenſe and reaſon of mankind, and to 
allthe rules of- Juſticeand Charity, and ſo'im- 
practicable'-in the preſent ſtare of the world, 
chat while it is poſlible to put any other ſenſe 
upon the:Law, I would never think of this. 
And thecomfort is, that the'Law' expourids ie 
folf- otherwite;i and» gives no colour for ſuch/an 
Interpretation asthis; : That all Increaſe of Mo- 
ney is forbid by ir. "3R4 


_ i The! Law ic: ſelf. allowed: the Jews 
to' take” Ulury: of: Strbngers of other Conmy: 


— 
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tries, though! notzof © their Byethren,: or nat 
xal Jews, '23. Das 20; Unto al ſtranger) thag 
mayeſt lend upon  uſury;, but ' :atto thy brother. thou 
ſhalt: not ' lend . upon uſury. And therefore God 
did: not: abſolutely::forbid he: Jews ro ene 
creaſe- their: Money: vfor they might Iend' ro 
Rttangers, upon. :'Uſury:; which-proves, '.char 
this was not an univerlal Law to:them, much 
leſs is at ſo to all mankind. And that proves 
that ithere is -nqe; moral: and. intrinfick evil in 
Uſury ;: for /if all Uſury had in-ics. own: na- 
ture been unlawful; God could -ndt:have i al- 
lowed the Jews to take Uſury of ſtrangers ; 

2r- he- cannot allow the: leaſt moral evil. The 
truth. -is IS I: never could ;yet fee the leaft : ſha- 
dow.;of; an Argumient-:ito: .prove;; that: Uſury 
is,evil in ts: nature, -nnleſs; that Money can't 
, beget Money, be: thought an Argumear ; -buic 
that; is.,a5; good an Argument againſt buying 
Caotn.;or Wine, or any. thing 'elfe -with Mo- 
ney: 3, for "tis unnacural for: Money to: beget 
Carn or. Wine: Bur if: the''barren ' nature 'of 
Money, that it cannot naturally ' propagate ir 
ſelf, be a reaſon againſt Uſury of Money, 
this .is/i:n0.., reaſon againſt: Vary, of Con , 
which is equally forbid:: "for: it/-is datural: for 


Corn 


the - 
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Corn. to: propagate its kind., and; multiply it. 
ſelf; and/ yer the Uſury of all Victuals. is as: 
much | forbid, as the Uſury of Money, 
23. Deut. 19. Now if Uſury be not morally 
evil, it.can be: unlawful to none, bnt thole 
to whom..God has forbid it; and there. being. 
no: prohibition. of. it in_ che. New : Teſtament, 
which is the Law of the Chriſtian Church, it 
cannot: be unlawful to Chriſtians, whatever it: 
was to the: Jews. Pia Bit hl 
2. And yet the Jes themſelves -were not 
exprelly forbid ,, however, they might under- 
tand it, to lend their- Money upon Uſury, 
ro: All their own Brethren ,, but only to the 
Poor : So, that had any Rich Jew: come to. 
borrow Money of them, for- any. thing that 
appears. by the. Law, . they might have lenc 
Money: to him upon Uſury. This Obſeryas: 
tion will clear this whole matter; and theres. 
fore I ſhall tur you to all .the Texts of 
the Law, which forbid Uſury-; and the 
reading | of::ithem will convince you, Thar: 
Uſury - was. forbid only . in favour -of -the- 
Poor. "BO; 0 pap iy ei 
The- firſt; 'Text 'is, 22. Exod: 25. Tfothow 
lend money : to any :of ©: my: people [that 138 poor. by: 
thee, 
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thee, thou. halt: not ke to bim as an Hſurer, nei- 
ther - ſhalt thou lay upon bis Mjury':- Where no 
Uſury is forbid, but only. lending to the 
poor upon Ulury : Thus 25. Lev. 35,36, 37. 
And if thy brother be waxen- poor,” and fallen, ta 
decay: with. thee, then” thau halt #ebieve bim; ++Fake 
thaw 0 uſury of him; nor increaſe, but fear God, 
that thy. brother may live well with thee : - T hog 
ſhalt not _ give him thy money upon Mfury, nor lend 
him thy Viftuals for increaſe. It is true, 4n the 
Repetition of this Law, 2 3.:Deat: 19, 20 it 
is-only ſaid , Thou. ſhalt not lend upon. ufury-.to 
thy brather ,, uſury of money , uſury of Viftuals, 
uſury of any thing that is lent upon uſury. Unto 
a: ſtranger thou mayeſt lend upon nfury , but. unts 
thy: brathex' thou ſhalt not lend upon uſury, that the 
Lord thy: God may bleſs thee in all. that: thou [et- 
teſt thine hand unto, m the land: whither thou. goeſt 
te poſſeſs. This. ſeems to forbid. lending up- 
on Ufury to:any Jew, whether Rich-ior Poor; 
bur his being only. a : repetition. of _ thaſe 
Laws in- Exodus''and Lemiticas , in; all reafon 
muſt be 'expounded by- them; and. though 
the poor are not expreſſed , the Circumftan- 
ces of. the. place. prove , that they: only are 
meant; for though: Rich:men -may ſometimes 
DR haye 
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have occaſion to borrow Money, yet none bur 
'the Poor, who have no Money to buy can ever 
have occaſion to borrow Victuals upon Ulury ; 
and the difference the Law makes between a 
Brother and a Stranger ſhews, that it is in- 
tended as an Ad of Charity, which they owe 
to their Brethren, though not ro Strangers. 
For which Reaſon alſo they were forbid to 
make any of their Brethren Bondmen, though 
they might buy the Children of the Heathen 
and Strangers for Bond-men and Bond-maids, 
25 Lewit. 39. &kc. and the Bleſſing God 
promiſes ſhews, that it is the Reward of Cha+ 
rity. | | 
In other places, where Ulſury is mentioned, 
ſome Circumſtance or other determines it to 
che Poor. This was the caſe, when Nehemiab 
reproved the Nobles and the Rulers for exac- 
ing Uſury, 5 Nehem. When the Prophet Tſaiah 
threatens great Deſolations againſt the Land, 
ke thus deſcribes it, And it ſhall be as with the 
People, fo with the Prieſt---- as with the Lender, 
fo with the Borrower, as with the taker of Uſury, 
fo with the giver of Uſury to him, 24. Iſai. 2+ 
That is, the Lender and the Ulurer ſhall be 
reduced to the ſame Diſtreſs and Poverty, as 

C | thoſe 


——— ——— — 


2 = The Charity of \. 


| thoſe ſuffer, who borrow upon Lfury 3 which 


ſhews, that none but poor men uſed to bor. 
row upon Uſury in thoſe days. Thus when 
the Prophet Feremiah complains, Woe is me my: 
Mother, that thou haſt born me a man of ſtrife, 
and a man of contention to the whole world, [ 
have neither lent on UVſury, nor men have lent 
to me on Uſury, yet every one of them doth curſe 
me, 15 Jer. 10. it plainly intimates, that U- 
ſary is ſuch an Oppreſlion of the Poor, as both 
deſerves and very often procures Curſes. And 
therefore the Prophet Ezekiel joyns Ulury with 
the-Oppreſlion of the Poor, and other acts of 
Violence, 18 Ezck. 7,8, 10,11, 16, 17. He 
who hath oppreſſed the poor and needy, hath 
28 by wiolence, hath not reflored the pledge, 

ath given forth upon Uſury, and hath taken 
Increaſe, he ſhall die. But be that hath neither 
oppreſſed the poor, nor bath with-bolden the 
Pledge, neither hath ſpoiled by wiolence, but hath 
given his bread to the hungry, and cloathed the 
naked with a garment, that hath taken off bis 
hand from the poor, that hath not received Uſu- 
Fy #0Yr Increaſe, he ſhell live. Which makes I 
very plain, what s meant by Uſury, when to- 
take Uſury is joyned with Violence and Op- 
preſſion 
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preſſion of the Poor; and to lend without 
Uſury is rekoned among Ads of great Charity 

and Goodgeſs. s 
Fhere is but one place more, as T remember, 
char mentions Uſury, 15 Pſalm 5. and there 
putting forth Money to Ulury is joyned with 
taking a Reward againft the Innocent, which 
ſhews, that it was an AR of Violence and Op- 
nrelſion. For indeed among the Jews, who 
were no Merchants, nor maintained any Fo- 
reign Trade with other Nations, no men had 
occaſion to borrow Money, much leſs Viduals, 
bur to ſupply their prefens wants, and to take 
advantage of the Neceſlicies of the Poor, to 
increaſe their own Fortunes by increaſing their 
Poverty, was againſt all the Laws of Good- 
neſs and Charity z and therefore this Ufury , 
which was the only Ulury known in thoſe days, 
is ſtrialy forbid, as all other as of Oppreſ- 
ſton are, All other kinds of Utfury are intro- 
duced' by Frade and Commerce, and though 
it 1s againſt Charity to Tend upon Ulury to 
men, who borrow to ſupply their wants, yet 
if men borrow to increaſe their Frade and 
_ Fortunes, there is Juſtice, and Equity in it, 
that the Lender ſhall make ſome Increaſe of his 
C 2 | Money, 
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Money, as well as the Borrower. Fhis is not 
properly Uſury, bur Traffick and Commerce, 
and I know no reaſon, why men may not Trade 
with Money, as well as with other Commodi- 
ties. | 

Ard this I take to be the true reaſon , why 
the Jews were permitted to take Uſury of 
Strangers, but not of their Brethren, becauſe 
their Heathen Neighbours were Merchants, as. 
is-plain of Tyre and Zidon, 23 Iſai. They im- 
proved their Money by Trade, and therefore 
It was fit they ſhould pay Intereſt for it; eſpe- 
cially if they were to lend upon Ulury only to 
ſuch Strangers as came among them for Trade, 
but did not dwell and ſojourn with them; 
which ſeems probable from 25 Eewit. 35. 
where the Stranger that ſojourns with them 
ſeems to be entituled to the like Charity. as a 
Brother. If thy Brother be waxen poor, and 
fallen to decay, thou ſhalt relieve him, yea, though 
he be a ſtranger, or a ſojourner, that he may live 
' with thee, take thou no Uſury of him, nor Increaſe. 
For a Stranger. never ſignifies a Profelyte of Ju- 
Rice, who by Circumciſion was: incorparated 
into the Body of Iſrael, made a Brother, and 
entituled to.the Priviledges of a Natural Jew, 
but 
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but only a Proſelyte of the Gate, who renoun- 
ced [dolatry, but did not undertake the Ob- 
ſervation of the Law of Moſes 3 and yet they 
were not to take Ulſury of theſe Strangers if 
they were poor, no inore than of their Brother, 
according to that Law, 22 Exod. 21. Thou 
ſhalt not wex a ſtranger, nor oppreſs him, for ye 
n ee flrangers in the land of Egypt. 
The Anfwer our Saviour gives to the Ser- 
vant who hid his Talent in the Napkin, ſeems 
to juſtifie this Account, unleſs we can ſuppole, 
that his Lord would have been pleaſed with 
unjuſt and wicked Gain. 25. Matth. 27. Thou- 
oughteſt to have put my money to the Exchangers, 
and then at my coming, I ſhould have received 
mine own with VUſury. So that though it was 
unlawful ro lend Money upon Ulſury to the 
Poor, it was not fo to the Exchangers, who tra- 
ded in Money. And our Saviour's-driving the 
Money-Changers out of .the Temple, no more 
proves that he dilallſowed that Profeſſion, than 
that he diſallowed ſelling Oxen, and Sheep, and 
Doves for Sacrifice, for ke drove them out al- 
ſo-; the Fault was not in the Merchandiſe no. 
more of Money, than of Sheep, or Oxen, or 
Doves, but they made his Father's houſe, a 
- houſe 
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houſe of merchandiſe. 2 John +4, ug. @«. 
Ic is certain the ancient Fathers, vrho were 
profeſſed Enemies to Ulſury, eppoulee ir under 
this Notion ; for their great Arguments againſt 
Uſury, are Teveiled againſt Uncharitableneſs 
and Oppreſlion of the Poor, ' as appears from 
Gregor. Nyſſen, St. Ambrofe, St. Baſil,and others ; 
and yet 1t is no wonder, ſhon!d we mect with 
ſome Paſſages in them againſt Ulury conſidered, 
as Trading and Merchandiſe of Money : For 
it is well known, that they were not much 
greater Friends, to Trade and Merchandiſe, 
than they were to Uſury, which they thought 
unbecoming a Chriſtian, as miniſtring only to. 
Covetouſneſs and Luxury. And yet F ſuppoſe, 
the greateſt Enemies at this day to Ulſury, will 
not carry the Quarrel fo far, as to condemn 
Merchandiſe. And yet under this Notion of 
Covetouſneſs and fordid Gain (which is equal- 
ly applicable to all Trade.) Utfury is forbid the 
'Clergy by the Seventeenth Cannon of the Firſt 
Council of Nice ;, but no Councit ever forbad 
It to-the Layety, or threatned' Church Cenfares 
againſt them for it, which they. would certain- 
ly have:done, had they thought it evil in its 
Helf 
This 
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This may fatisfie us in what Sence Ulury is 
forbid, both by the Law of Moſes and the an- 
cient Writers of the Chriſtian Church, wx. as 
contrary to. Chafity ; when we lend upon Uſu- 
ry, where Charity requires us to lend freely : 
When we take Increaſe of the Poor, who bor- 
row to ſupply their Wants, and ſink them ſtill 
more irrecoverably into Poverty by ſuch Exa-- 
ions : This always was, and always will be 
hateful to God, and to all Good Men, and yet- 
{fuch deteſtable Ulſurers there are among us, who. 
grow rich upon the Ruins and. Spoils of the 
Poor, and drink the Tears of Widows and Or- 

phans ; but when to-lend without Ulury is no + 
Charity, and to take Ulfury is no Oppreflion , 
there Ulfury it ſelf is no Crime. 

And hence we learn ( which is the great- 
thing F-aimed at) that Ulury was forbid only 
for the ſake of lending, which proves, that to- 
tend freely to the Poor, is a great and neceſia- 
ry AC of Charity : Though a Man never took: 
a Penny for Uſury tn his Life, yet 1f he na- 
ther gives, nor Jends to the Poor, he is guilty: 
of all that Uncharitableneſs, for which Uſury 
condemned ; nay in moſt Caſes,. even theſe 
worſt ſort of Uſurers are the more charitable- 

ſe | Men, 
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Men : For excepting ſome very hard Caſes, it. 
1s greater Charity to Iend even to the Poor 
for Uſury, than not. to lend ar all. 

For this Reaſon the Emperour Leo was forced 
by a new Conſtitution to permit Uſury, which 
his Father out of a pious Zeal, had wholly for- 
bid, becauſe he found, that when Men were for- 
bid to take any Ulſury, they would not lend at 
all, which was a greater Hardſhip to the Poor, 
than Utſury it ſelf. 

| Meerly not to take Ulſury is no Vertue, bur 
to lend to the Poor without Uſury is.  Tolock 
up our Money in our Cheſts to ruſt and cank- 
er, and to do no good with it,is what St. James 
ſo ſeverely threatens rich Men for, Go now ye 
rich men, weep and howl for your miſeries, which 
ſhall come upon you ; your riches are corrupted 
and your garments are moth eaten ; your gold 
and your ſilver is cankered, and the ruSt of them 
ſhall be a Witneſs againſt you, a Witneſs of your 
Covetouſneſs and Uncharitableneſs, that you 
have done no good with it, but hoarded it up 
to ruſt and.canker for want of uſe. 5 Fames x. 
2, 3- | 
This Cantroverſie then may be ſtated and 
decided in a few words, Ulury is a very great 
| Sins 


- 
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Sin, that is, to lend 'our' Money upon Ulſury to 
thoſe who borrow for Neceſlity and Want, and 
ro exat ſuch Payments with Rigour and Seve- 
rity, to ſtrip ſuch miſerable People of that lit- 
tle that remains, to impriſon their Perſons, and 
make them end their Lives in a Goal: To lock 
up our Money, and do no good with-it, is to 
hide our Talent in a Napkin ; for Money 1s 
improveable, and muſt be improved, either 


for Chatity or Increaſe, to be a new and per-- 


petual Spring of Charity: To declaim againſt 
Ulury, and not to exhort. men-'to lend to the 
Poor, without Uſury is to miſtake or over- 
look the true End and Deſign of the Law, 
and to betray uncharitable Men to a greater E- 
vil than Ulury it ſelf ; but if men lend freely 
to the Poor in ſuch Proportions, as Charity 
requires, they may very innocently and virtuou(- 
ly,without tranſgreſſiog this Law againſt Uſury, 
lend their Money for Encreaſe to the Rich. 

2. . But our Saviour ſeems to mean ſomething 
more by lnding, hoping for nothing again, not 
only to lend freely without Uſury, but to lend,' 
where the Principal may be in Danger, when 
we cannot reaſonably promiſe our ſelves tore-! 
ceive our own again : no man can deny, but; 


this 


22 — The Charity of 


| this is great Charity 3 but then- this muſt be 
condufted by the meaſures and proportions of 
giving : what Charity will ablige us to give, 
It will as reaſonably oblige us to Jend, but where 
the Return is yery hazardaus, it can oblige us 
to-lend,. no more than what it would become 
us to give, and yet in ſuch Caſcs, lending may 
be a greater Charity- than giving, which is the 
Second thing propoſed, which I can _ brie 
briefly to- 


2. The Excellency and Advantages of this 
Charity of Lending, and how it may be im- 
proved to the beſt Purpoſe. 


Now if we compare Giving and Lending to- 
gether, Lending has much the Advantage of 
Giving, as to the true End and Purpoſes. of 
Charity. 


To Lend is a- greater Obhgation, to Indu- 
firy than to. give, and there-cannot be a. great-. 
er Kindneſs done to the Poor, next to keepi 
them from ſtarving, than to teach them Tndu-. 
try. 1 need not tell you that there are ma-. 
ny. Poor, who will never work, while they 
can 
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can meet with ' charitable People- ro-give 3 
nay, who chufe to be tick, to be lame; to be 
blind, to move Charity, ' rather than work'to 
ſupply their Wants/3: but when men have no- 
thing: to live an, brit the Improvement of 
lent Money, ' which: they know, they muſt 
repay, when it is called for, this muſt make 
them induſtrious ; for it both encourages 
their Induſtry, andkeeps: the Rod aver them ; 
eſpecially were this made a ftanding Rule to 
give nothing to thoſe - who are ' able, but will 
not work, whe have 'a Stook lene them toi 
trade with, and negle&t to improve it. - 


Thus what we give does but one fingle A& 
of Charity, for we can give it but once, bur 
what we lend may circulate; as the Blood does: 
1n our Veins, and. communicate' Warmth and” 
Spirits to' more Parts of the Body |than' one” 
that is, what we lend; - may' be' lent again; 
and do a' great: many ' ſueceſiive Charities; as 
great, or greatet* than' that one ſingle Charity 
had been, if we had given it : Andi that cer- 
tainly 1s one of the greateſt and nobleſt Chari- 
ty, which is moſt diffuſive. Y 
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But yet to make this Charity of Lending 
the more effeQual, it muſt be confeſſed, that 
a Publick Bank of | Charity raiſed out of 'ſach 
free Loans, will have: many. Advantages above 
any Private AQs of [this Nature; and I can by 
no' means think this eithier impracticable; 'or dit- 


I doubt. not but moſt ' of «this Honourable: 
Afembly could: contrive'/ very - Advantageous 
ways off doing © this,''were-men: but Charita- 
bly diſpoſed: For fuppoſe,::you ſhould make 
your Hoſpitals, or: your' Companies, ſuch 
Publick Banks, or if it could be more Publick, 
ſtill. che; more 'Ulfeful , | andithe:more fecure , 
where charitable People;': may ſafely  depofite 
theic Money - without: Ule,:or thoſe 'who can- 
not ſpare the whole Intereſt, may abate ſome 

rt of it,'and' where the running'Caſh. may be. 
lodged, which Men. expect no Intereſt for, this 
might eaſily'riſe toa very vaſt Sum, which with 
wiſe Improvement, would make a ſure and. 
laſting Fund of Charity. 


And could any thing in the World be more- 
eafie than this, which no man could feel ? 
| | W hat. 
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What would it. be -to a Rich Man, who has 
many. thouſands emplayed. in Trade, or , ſecu- 
red at Intereſt ; or if he knows when he has 
enough, has no need'to increaſe it, to .drop 
ſome. thouſands  into.ſuch a free Bank, to :ſan-. 
Qihe and--proſper his Trade, and other ways 
of Gain, and. ito 'ſecure; a Bleſling to. his Po- 
ſterity 2- How ; many others are there, who 
could ſpare a hundred, or it may be ſome hun- 
dred pounds out of their Stock, and not feel 
the wariti of Intereſt, or atleaſt, if, they.copld 
not; ſpare the,-whole Intereſt, might. ſpare the 
half, or - third ' part of it? How many. are. 
there, who have ſome hundreds by. them uſe- 
leſs, which they would. not; and. could- not. 
with any. reaſon grudge , to. lay;up1n, a. ſafe. 
Bank ? How many, are there, who. would ca-. 
lily. be perſwaded to. lend, were, there - ſuch a. 
ſafe Bank to receive it, ky wa are very unwilling 
to give?; And were there ſuch a Bank..of Cha- 
rity - once ſetled, [there would, be very little. 
need of giving. | 


For I know not any kind of. Charity, but- 
ipht be provided for in_this way, were men. 
bar free and. liberal in lending. It would en- 
large 
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 hrye your Hoſpitals; clear your Streets of : Beg- 
gars; 'the great Reproach of / this City; main- 
tain thoſe who, can't work, 'and employ thoſe 
who 'can; put - poor Children to Apprentice , 
provide Stocks for Ingenious and: Induftrions 
Young Men, who want them; 'redecmy: Prifo- 
ners, and; which Juſtice''and 'Flonour requires! 
- of you, as far as poſſibly you 'can, may in 
ſome meaſure provide: a Fund for yous oy rs 


This woull adeatice the Glory of chis great 
City, it would perpetuate and” conſecrate the 
Memory of fuch worthy Perſons, as would 
begin and promote ſuch a laſting and extenſive 
Charity; the Children which are unborn, would 
riſe up. and call' them blefſed 5 it would draw 
a great ſhare'of the Charitable money of the 
Nation into your hands, which would quicken 
Frade,. and' increaſe your Riches, ' and: above 
all, it would procare all the- great' Rewards 
which are promiſed to Charity,- both- in this 
World, and in the next. 


But whatever becomes: of this Propoſal, you 
a Always remember, thar-it is- great Cha- 
rity to lend as well as to give's :This is what 


our 
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our Saviour expes from us, this is what he 
Conjmands, To do good, and lend, hoping for 
vothing again ; and if out of a greedy deſire 
of gain, we will lend nothing freely to the 
Relief* and Encouragement of the Induſtrious 
Poor, this will make all our other Uſury and 
Increaſe, which is Lawful and Tnnocent in it 
ſelf, when it neither Opprefics. the Poor, nor 
ſtops our Charity,” to become fig. 
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